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LITERACY 
Meets 

Environmental 
Literacy!

Artist & 
Children’s Author/Illustrator

LORI TAYLOR
Presents:
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___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 
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I grew up in
WILD

Clarkston

Early love of nature + 

books made me 

write and illustrate 
my own!

 

___________________________________ 
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___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 
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Worked as

seasonal 

naturalist and 

graphic artist for

OCPR

Carved 

M.A.E.O.E. 
awards in

1987-8

“Michigan

History for Kids”
Illustrator
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Created Educational Exhibits 

for Michigan Nature Centers

Wolcott

Mill

Boardman 
River
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Slide 5 
Artist-in-Residence for:

• Sleeping Bear Dunes

National Lakeshore

• Porcupine Mountains 

Wilderness State Park

• Literacy Legacy Fund of Michigan
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ArtWILD classes for:

• Public Libraries

• Elementary Schools

• Parks and Recreation

ART +
Nature
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Slide 7 My books 

are  

humorous,

filled with 

Michigan 

nature 

facts...

from my life

experience!
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• We NEED more MAKERS
• We NEED more WRITERS

to become better READERS!

MICHIGAN 

ranks 44TH 

in literacy!!

Emergency 

CALL TO ACTION!!

Drawing 
+ NATURE = 
calm KIDS!
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Slide 9 • To DRAW
• Humor 
• Action!
• Animals
• Being READ to
• To tell their STORY

POETRY!
• List poems
• Acrostic
• Rhyme 

Library Rule #1
NEVER read 
a cold book!

KIDS LOVE:
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READ a Book

MAKE a BOOK!!

• A theme—like 
WEATHER!

• A CHARACTER
• A setting or HABITAT
• An EVENT (Holiday 

or SEASON
Stumped

for a 
Project?

LOOK for a 

project in any 

book! 
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Library projects

for 500+
kids weekly 

Collage/Art Book
• Construction paper scraps
• Nature magazines
• Glue sticks
• Yarn to hang
• Vertical book!

Poster 
• Markers – fat & thin
• Color pencils
• Tempera sticks

Maker Tools

Make a 

pizza box
art kit! Holds supplies, 

makes an easel!
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Slide 12 Types of BOOKS for KIDS to MAKE
• Keep it EASY
• Keep it QUICK

Portfolio 
• Fold ½ sheet cardstock,

yarn to bind, center
paper page slides in   
under yarn “spine”

“*Bird Fold”
• Full sheet, fold

accordion for
FIELD NOTES

“Zines” for Tweens
• Fold similar to *BIRD 

FOLD, cut end slit 
with scissors, folds 
as a book

 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 



5 
 

LoriTaylorArt.com 

Slide 13 
• Kid Citizen Scientists look for TOY habitat requirements
• Observe and draw FIELD NOTES

1. Food
2. Water
3. Nest Place
4. Rest Place

TOOLS
Sheet paper 

(*Bird Fold)
Pen

Toy Critter

Go on a Scavenger Hunt!
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Create an
outdoors 

STORY 
HIKE!

• Power Point

to make cards

• Locally printed

• Attach to trees
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READ in a garden 
or under a tree!

• DATE

• PLACE

• TIME

• WEATHER

Take 

LITERACY
outside!

READ:
in a

TENT

Wherever you go,
make a 

Field Note book!
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